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HAD HIS NERVES SHAKEN.

Victim of Hie Joko Probably Headed
BtrnlKht for n Driiff Htorc.

I saw a young iniiti Unlit n Ilttnga-lln- u

cigar tho other evening and throw
himself bnck In n clmli to enjoy thu
Rinoko and conversation, says a writer
in tlio Now York Herald. The Hun-Riirln- n

cigar In something Itku n Pitts-
burg toby, only it In twlco ns long ns
thu .ittsburg nrtlcle, nntl boforo yoit
get through with It In also twlco ns
strong. Tlio young tnnn was moro In-

terested In tlin conversation thnu In
tlio clgnr, npimrcntly, for bo Inld tho
tatter down on tlio edgo of the table n
moment ns ho talked. Tlio waggish
gentleman next to liliu slyly took the
cigar nmt cut off about threo Inches of
the Arc and began to mnoko It, repine
Ing tho body of tho weed. When tlio
young man got through with Ills Htory,
nt which nil tho rest laughed extrava-
gantly, ho nicked up tho cigar ngnln
and pulled at It. Ills face woro 11 puz-
zled look ns lie glanced nt tho end and
saw It had apparently never been light
ed. lint bo struck u match and Mgbted
It again. After n few pulls ho laid It
doWn to answer tho pleasantries,
whereupon tho man on the other side
drew his knife and neatly cut the lite
end on" and dropped It In tho cuspidor.
Tho expression on tho face of the story
teller when ho picked up that clgnr nnd
ngnln essayed to smoke was something
too funny to describe. Ho gnvo two or
threo vigorous pulls nt It, then stopped
nnd looked nt tho fresh end, whllo the
oilier fellows wero Interested In almost
nfivtliltif nlan nf Aim inntnniit. An Mnnll

ns tho would-b- a smoker saw that bis
clgnr had not been lighted be turned n
llttlo pale, shoved bis unemptled gluss
aside, nnd with n hasty npology and n
Btory of an alleged forgotten engage
ment, bolted for tho street, nmld tho
demoniacal glee of tho cruel men left
behind. Thus doth conscience make
cowards of us all.

By Contract.
Every ono who lius visited Purls Is

familiar with tho Duval restaurant,
originally established by 11 poor trades-
man, whoso fortuuo they made. They
combtno spacious accommodation, Her-vlc- o

and nttendanco, scrupulous clean
line-- ?, and high-clas- s cooking, with pri-
ces so moderate ns will appear to tho
stranger at once a revelation nnd a god-
send, nnd also a varied and tempting
menu for tho day. Tho Paris Duvals
aro run on strictly commercial lines,
nnd, notwithstanding tho low prices,
they pay. handsome dividends. They
aro made to pay by tho rigid economy
of tho administration, but more espe-
cially of tlio cooking, which Is conduct-
ed on scientific principles, so that there
Is no wnsto cither lu tho bulk of the
raw material or tho nutriment of tho
cooked viands. They aro patronized by
all classes, for whllo the prices arc
within tho reach of those with any sort
of Incomo nt all, the elegance nnd, com-

fort of tho salons and the appointment1,
tho excellent servlco nnd smart attend-
ance, mako them acceptable even to tlio
aflluont. Bo successful have they prov-

ed that a company Is being formed In
London for tho purposo of establishing
similar ones lu that great city. Nor
docs tho scheme end here; there nro to
bo huge central depots for tho retail
vending of provisions nnd comestibles
of all kluds. The company, In fact, will
bo a public caterer and purveyor on tho
most cxtenslvo scale, undertaking to
supply to tho customer's own house
nnythlng from a single meal to tho en-tir- o

living of tho household, nil the yenr
round. A standing contract can be
mado with tho company to scud In dally
breakfast, dinner, ten, and supper, or
any ono or moro of tho meals, cooked,
hot, and ready to be put In tho mouth,
tho company supplying, If desired, all
tho appointments and even tho attend
ance, tor servants aro 10 uo part or
their business us well, and cooks, house-
maids, paiior-mald- etc., will bo let out
by day, week, month, etc. Tho entire
cares of housekeeping, lu fact, will bo
nudortaken by tho company, and life Is
to become an Ideal existence to those
who unreservedly place themselves lu
tho company')) hands at n contract
price, which Is to be extremely moder-
ate. What a boon such a schemo would
bo In America! A fortune awaits tho
men who aro energetic enough to carry
It through.

Destruction of Forests.
iho ax and tho torch aro formidable

foes to tho forest, but scarcely moro so
than tho beetle and grub. They may
not make tho sensation caused by u
forest oouihiRrntlon. nor do they endan-
ger life: yot tho report of tho United
States Entomological Commission
shows that they destroy annually many
million dollars' worth of valuablo trees
and lumber. There Is ti difference lu tho
habits nnd methods or tlieso insects,
somo attacking only dead woods or
stumps. Tho sap wood alono Is per-

forated by certain species, whllo others
plcrco thu sound ucart or tuo tree. Mi-

nute perforations called "pin holes" aro
often found In otherwise sound oak and
chestnut wood, which nro a sorlous

to squnro timbers, planks, staves
and headings. Theso aro mado by'lar-va- o

armed with horny gouges, tho
young of certain w Inged beetles. They
plcrco through to thu heart wood, whllo
other kinds stop lu tho sap wood., Tho
latter aro usually tho adults, however,
Instead of tho young, tho tiny beetles
burrowing nests, or oven cxtenslvo gal-

leries, for tho purpose of depositing
their eggs. Tho brood remains Impris-
oned till matured, when It emerges to
repent tho work of destruction on now
material. How great that destructive
work Is In tho uggreguto It Is Impossible
now to say, owing to our meager knowle-

dge- of facts. Hy somo tho depreciated
valtto of tho annual lumber output is
estimated nt fully tlfty per cent.
Thoughtful peoplu might feel alarmed
at this wero It not that by sltnplo nnd
comparatively luoxponslvo measures,
a iurge per cent, of this Immonso loss
can bo prevented. Experiments ure
being mado as to tho Introduction of
friendly parasites that shall rid our
woods of hostllo Insects. Suggestions
lmvo been offered as to steaming tho
infested timber, ami other direct modes
of attack. Among other methods under
consideration Is tho fostering nnd mul-
tiplication of friendly birds that aro
known to fcod on tho hostllo Insects.
Theso allies aro especially valuablo in
wardlug oil tboso forest pests that uro
known to attack growing trees. No ono
can doubt that tho woodpeckers, for
iustauce, obtain a largo sharo of tholr
food from tho Insoct world. Tho birds
aro undoubtedly amoug our best friends
as lusect dcitroyora, Tbel? mission in

tlio economy of nntttro Is to thin the
ranks of n vast army which, without
their aid, wo should bo overwhelmed,
nnd our forests would be liopdcasl
ruined,

Weather 1'roplicts.
The Incredulity of the general publics

with regard to weather predictions ,

which arc selentWenlly made being
based on actual observations over a
great extent of country, transmitted
by telegraph nnd the common credul-
ity ns to almanac predictions nnd thosa
mado by charlatans and Ignorant per

'sons from tho stars or tho moon, sug
gest that, from ti mercenary point 01

view, the "almanac prophets" may btj
jitstllled In slicking to their "system.",

Homo Idea of what this "system" Is,

may bo gathered from tho private con-

fession mado by n man whoso duty Ifj

was to prepare tho weather prognosti-
cations for a certain almanac; of wide
circulation. "In n general way," ho
said, "I always used to consult my wife
as to what' sho thought tho weather
ought to bo at a certain date.

'"Sixteenth of March-sixtee- nth of
March,' I said to her oitcej 'what shall
I ptil down for that day V

'"Dry and clear,' alio answered
promptly. 'Thnt's tho day I always
boll my soap-grous- nnd I shall have
to bo outdoors.'

"Ho I put down 'dry and clear;' but
knowing the uncertainty of tho weath-
er at that tlmo of year, nnd remember-
ing tho proverbial 111 luck of Irishmen'
on their holldnys, I put down for tho
seventeenth of March, '.St. Patrick's
day, look out for rain or snow "

Tho prognostlcntor always went to
IJoston on tho first Monday In each
month, and ho Invariably put down
giod weather for that day. During
June, .Inly and August ho put In nn lm
tncuso preponderance of flno weather.
Tho farmers, ho declared, ought to
have good weather then lu order to not
In their hay and grain.

Tho farmers who looked tlio almanac
over wero delighted with thla promlso.
nnd bought It In great numbers.

"And In tho end," said this sngo prog-ncstlcat-

"I got tho weather right as
otten ns nnybody olso did."

Nevertheless, scientific predictions,
mado for a day or two or threo days In
advance, will be preferred by persons
of discretion, even If such forecast do
sometimes turn out wrong.

Another War.
Jokm at tlio L'xpctiHo of torero

"schoolum'nins" who Imvo punned tlio
boundary of youth nro uttinorotifl, anil
sometimes n trlllo tinUlntl, but tho fol-
lowing will bear roptntlug, an It was
benrtlly enjoyed by the teacher of
whom It told.

Tho clnsH In American history was
tip, tho subject under consideration be-
ing tho civil war. After some earnest
discussion of causes, effects nnd tho
like, n pupil iiroso and began to rIto
certain astonishing Information regard
ing a battlo nt which ho said his uncle
had been present.

Ills teacher replied that tho anecdoto
could hardly bo true, ns tho undo In
question was near her ago, and she was
not born until after tho closo of tho
war.

Tho boy looked a llttlo chagrined at
being proved so evidently In the wrong,
but after n few moments nf embar-
rassed silence, he snld, with tho nir of
ono who has much tho best of tho situa-
tion:

"Oh, lint, SIlsi W.. I did not trrwin the
revolutionary war."

Foot 1'iiotogrnpliy.
A fad over across tho sea Is to havo

your foot photographed as well as your
hand or face that Is, If you aro lucky
enough to possess a foot blessed with
artistic curves and outlines. A promi-
nent society womnn of New York, on
her return from Paris soveral mouths
ago, exhibited to it roomful of admiring
friends tho sweetest, daintiest llttlo
plaster cast of a foot, which, sho de-

clared, was a counterpart of iter own,
made by a MMilptor of wotld-wld- o famo.
Sho was at that moment having n life-slz- o

ono carved In marble to bo mount-
ed on cerise velvet, nnd several small
ones, one-hal- t' tho size, struck off In
different shades of pale pink, blue nnd
old rose. Tho extraordinary popular
Ity of "Trilby" 1ms helped to direr
attention to our humblest member, and
now tho women of New York nro ex-
perimenting- to seo whether they hnvo
liihleps that "water will How under" a
sure sign of blue blood.

Hl.oo-b'iiliiii- K Muuliluu.
Shilling your shoes by machinery Is

ono of thu newest schemes of an Ingen-
ious Inventor. It is n bootblucklng ma-
chine, consisting of an applying brush,
a (luld receptacle, and n blacking recep
tacle, so placed upon a stand thnt by
tho movement of a lever tho small cir-

cular brush takes up tho blacking nnd
moistens nnd distributes It over tho
shoo; then tho circular brush comes
along mid polishes tho shoo beforo you
cnu say "Jack lloblnsou." This clover
coutrlvnnco tills tho usual "long-fel- t

want" for tho gentlemen who cleans
his own shoes In tho seclusion of his
chamber, but It Is doubtful whethor it
will bo fully appreciated by tho Itiner-
ant bootblack, who wants his ilvo ceuts
a shine. Notwithstanding all objections,
however, tho now bootblucklng ma-chln- o

Is likely to bo In great demand
within a very short time. Iloitso Fur-
nishing ltevlow.

Htruzlnl'H Grout (Ji.Htronomy.
Strazlnl Is tlio name of a wonder in

Leipzig. Strazlnl astonishes his audi-
ences by first eating soup which con
sists of saw-du- plentifully mixed
with coal oil. Tho mess Is hot afire,
nnd after tho flames havo been extin-
guished Stra.lnl eats tho peculiar mix-
ture, ladling It out with a spoon, writes
a Leipzig correspondent. Ho follows
this up with biting pleco after piece
from tho lamp chimney, crushing the
glass between his teoth nnd swallowing
It. Ho washes it down with a lltllo
water. For dessert ho munclte) pieces
of hard cool, peat, washing soap, tullow
caudles, and pieces of plaster.

Not Haft After All.
A Sydney (N. Y.) woman throw n

worn-ou- t satchel into tho llro lately.
It contained a WOO noto and a roll of
bills amounting to soveral hundred dol

Ian more. Her liusboud had placed
them there for snfo keeping.

I, nnd.
Ucrmuda farms bear threo succossIto

crops In ono year.

A shining light lu society Is a very
poor light to depend upon whet, dark
uosa coinex and storms blow.
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FACTS ABOUT PUTTY.

Mow It In Made mid Mm Miuiy TIiiIh
mill IWk.

Puiv putty Is made of whiting ami
linseed oil. Whiting Is made of chalk
which Is Imported from Ihightud nnd
ground lu this country, llnrytcs, mix-
ed with tin1 whiting Is used as an
adulterant of putty, and cottonseed oil
Is mixed with tho linseed oil. Cotton-hee- d

oil Is cheaper, and u slower
dryer than Unseed; Its use Is advan-
tageous to small customers, for putty
mixed with part cottonseed oil keeps
lu order longer.

Unseed oil putty Is ued more by
decorators and painters and other
large consumers who use up putty
quickly, l'utty sells tit wholesale from
110 to :. cents a pound. It is put up for
tin trade lu barrels of Sim pound), keg
of .'!(( pounds, In cans of one to too
pounds, and lu bladders; It keeps best
lu bladders, ami the bulk of thu putty
exported goes lu that form. I'll II.v
made In the I.astcru titles of thu
United States N sold on thu Atlantic
seaboard nnd lu the South, but not
much Kasteru putty Is sold lit the
West, for then tire putty manufactor-
ies lu thu Northern nnd Western
cities.

Wt export putty to Canada, Mexico,
thu West Indies, South America, ami
the Sandwich Islands. Manufacturirs
make colored putties to order, and
white, brown, nnd black putties aro
kept lu stock, l'utty has a variety of
tin's besides tho.se already mentioned,
and thu very familiar one Is setting
glnsn. Ilrowu putty Is used to point
brown-ston- e buildings and putty is
-- otuetlmes used lu pointing up brick
buildings. Itlack putty Is used In

stove foundries. Plumbers umi putty.
Sunii't lines scene painters reduce It
md put It on canvas to paint over.
Then tm three or four putty iimmt-"actotle- s

lu Now York nnd more In
llrooklyu. A Muglo linn of niaiiufae-Hirer- s

lu this city has sold more than
I7.IHMI tons In a year. These like
largo figures, but they are less surprls
'ug from the fact that there aro few
articles nf more common use.

His l'li-i- t Klj-t- it of Webster.
"I shall never forget," says Sergeant

In tho Washington
Post, 'thu first time I saw Webster. It
was at tho Astor House In New York.
I was but a boy nnd had gout to the
city with my father. I was going down
thu old steps that used to lead out on
llroadway when I felt a stinging blow
upon my shoulder from u whip or cane.
lloyllke, I was matt all over lu an in-

stant, null whirled around to seo who
had struck inc. On the top of tho step
was ti man about six feet tall, as slim
as ii ramrod, and holding In his hand
a small bamboo cnuc such as weru com-
monly carried lu thoso days. I know
Instinctively that he had hit me, and I

started up thu steps to have It out with
him. 1 Instantly planned thu whole
light, and thought that tlio best way
to gut even with him would bo to tackle
him about tho middle and try to break
him lu two. .lust before I reached him
I saw another man by his side, whose
glance so fascinated mo that I forgot
all about thu blow I had received. Thu
man had large, lustrous eyes that
charmed me as a snake charms n bird.
I could do nothing but stand tlieru and
look at him. I learned afterward that
It was Webster, and thu man who tap
ped me with his cam was Thurlow
Weed. Thu latter had supposed, which
was true, that I was thu sou of .ludgu
llrlght, and be had slopped mu to nM;

me If my father was In town, as hu
wanted to see him. I saw Webster fre-
quently afterward, but I never forgot
the Incidents of my llrst meeting."

Cultivation of Kliiilmrb.
Khubarb grows lu thu siimu ground

for eight or ten years, and for that rea-
son thu ground must be thoroughly pre-
pared ut llrst. Plow thu ground deep;
then harrow and roll. Lay it out In
rows, four feet npurt, going twice lu
each row with tho two-hors- e plow,
Sul a single root two Inches below thu
ground and three feet lu the row; cover
with flue earth, and then put two fork-
fuls of rich, lino manure to each hill.

Market gardener top dress with ma-
nure in thu fall, mid phosphate In tho
early spring a quart to the hill, or a
bucket of liquid manure to each hill
This extra fertilizing will make large
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stalks, and bring them on very early In
the spring, when prices me highest.
After the plants are set nnd manured,
take the one-hors- e plow and throw u
furrow on each side of the row. This
will protect the crowns from freezing,
and draw off thu surface water.

Khubarb can be forced by taking
up a few crowns with large balls of
earth and selling them lu u hotbed,
packed around with Hue. rich earth.
Thu crowns will soon start Into growth,
and. with care and attention. Hue stalks
may In had early In .lituuury. Crowns
that have been forced are worthless,
and should not be used again, us their
,ltallty has been impaired.

Then arc several varieties of rhu-
barb, but the two best kinds arc Myattn
I.lttimcus and Victoria. Linnaeus Is
the kind mostly grown. Khubarb Is
easy to cultivate, mid pays handsomely.

A Flngcrlcs-- i Family.
In a Lincolnshire family lu lhiglund,

lives it family who suffer under the cu-

rious deformity of being llngeiiess. Thin
peculiarity does not appear to hu ono
of those freaks of nature which may
appear hi one Individual, mid not bo
transmitted to the next generation.
From what can be learned, the singu-
larity has existed lu thu family so fur
as history or tradition extends, and
there seems at present no signs of It
dying out, us thu grandchildren nro ns
devoid of fingers ns their grmidslre.

Thu hands of this remarkable family
present the appearance of having had
the fingers amputated, or chopped off
roughly and unevenly below thu seeontl
Joint, leaving u short stump. There Is
no mill or hard substance, nnd wero It
not for thu absence of nnythlng like a
clcaliicu a casual observer would con-

clude that the defect was due to an ac-
cident; but, as though nature had at-
tempted to compensate for thu absence
of lingers, the thumbs nro abnormally
largo and strong.

'I au family are in other respects fully
endowed by nature, and do not appear
to suffer the disadvantages the absence
of lingers might be expected to entail.
One of lhol.iughtcrs,ugedi.u,cu!i write,
sew, knit, and Is lu every way us dex-

terous and accomplished as other girls
of her age and station. When asked IC

she "did not find It awkward to bo lln-

geiiess," shu replied:
"No! If you had never had fingers,

you would not know you needed
them."

Thu only drawback that seems to bo
occasioned Is the curiosity thu ubseuco
of fingers, evokes from strangers.

A Merry Nation,
Austiians seem determined to main-tai- n

their reputation for being thu
most merry nnd pleasure-lovin- g na-
tion In Kurope, for their parliament
has Just rejected, with a consldernbelo
show of Indignation, a bill making
drunkenness penal. Tho opponents of
the measure found no dllliculty In
convincing thu house that tho estab-
lished habits of thu peoplu were such
that It was Impossible to punish this
fulling, and that thu fcastH and family
drinking bouts, which have been cus-
tomary among the population for over
1,01 Hi years, cannot lm abolished by
law.

An (Mil Custom.
Thu nomination id Sherill's according

to the present modu dates from
The "shlre-reevu- " was llrst appointed
by Alfred tho Croat to assist thu Alder
man mid Mlsiiop in tno (iiscimrgo or
their Judicial functions lu counties. In
IMwurd lll.'s reign It was enacted that
they should bo "ordained on thu mor-
row of All Souls, by tho Chancellor.
Treasurer and Chief Huron of tho

The only Instanco of a fe-

male Sheriff Is that of Auue, Count ess
of Pembroke, who, on thu death of her
father, thu P.ati of Cumberland, with-
out malu heirs, In 1(1 CI, succeeded to tho
olllce lu Westmoreland, mid attended
tho Judges to Appleby.

Jutt th$ Thing.
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